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Hyer Boot Shop, about 1910. As industrialization swept the nation, businesses sought new ways to stay competitive. Many, like the
Hyer Boot Company, followed the lead of Henry Ford, who perfected the assembly line process. Instead of having one worker crafta
boot from start to finish, they had a worker complete one step in the boot making process. JCM Collection.

MADE IN JOHNSON COUNTY

Ever wonder what those mysterious butler
buildingsand other commercial buildingsfound
tucked by highways and railways throughout
Johnson County actually produce?

Manufacturers in Johnson County have been a
driving forcein the devel opment of the community
and a key factor to growth. Take a step back and
read about afew of the key products, businesses
and innovationsthat have driven the devel opment
of Johnson County fromitsagriculturally-based
economy to one based on today’ s cutting edge
technology.

The Early Enterprises

Johnson County’ s earliest business endeavors
focused on the area’ s natural resources. The first
entrepreneurs were licensed traders, including
cousins Francois and Gabriel Chouteau, who
started a trade with Native Americans. In 1819,
they built atrading post called “ Four Houses,”
located near present-day De Soto along the
Kansas River. The post was situated to trade with
the Kansa Indians, who primarily used the area

including what is known today as Johnson County, as
ahunting ground.

When the Shawnee Indian tribe was relocated by
federal treaties to the areain the 1830s, other
business ventures started. Aside from the Shawnee,
only soldiers, missionaries, and licensed traders were
allowed to livein the area. The missionaries played
an important rolein early entrepreneurial ventures.
The first newspaper in Kansas was established by
Jotham Meeker in 1834, who was associated with
Shawnee Baptist Mission. The Swinowe Kesibwi or
the Shawnee Sun was the first periodical published
in present day Kansas and the first in the nation to
be printed entirely in anative language. It al'so
represented the first mass produced item in the area
that would become Johnson County.

As part of the treaty agreement with the Shawnee,
the federal government also funded saw millsfor
lumber and grist millsfor grinding cornand grain. In
1837, the Shawnee Saw & Grist Mill was built by
Michael Ricefor $6,944.40 along Mill Creek in

continued on page 4
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DONORS TO THE
COLLECTION

TheJohnson County M useum
thanksthe many generouspeople
and organi zationswhosedonations
have been added to the permanent
collectionsincethelast newsl etter.

Jack and CatherineLowry
L oisHooper
VirginiaJarsulic
ElaineKieffer

TomDill

Betty Arens

Mary Savage
FrancesRobertson

Daisy Patton

Johnson County Sun
ShawneelndianMissonHistorica
Society

Johnson County Museum

Friends Board of Trustees
Heather Woodson,President
Andy Zalucki, Vice-President
CarolineWake, Secretary
Linda L eeper, Treasurer
John Andrade
CalvinEngelmann
DianeLinver
Mindi Love
Jennie Stol per
Andy Zalucki

Museum Advisory Council
Nancy Wallerstein, Chair
Ben Mann, Vice-Chair
Bill Anthony
Cal Engelmann
Jerrry Snider
Heather Woodson

Museum Staff
Mindi Love, Director
Erin Befort, Curator of Education
Kathy Daniels, Curator of Collections & Exhibits
Melissa Fisher-Isaacs, Assistant Curator
Russ Czaplewski, Collection Manager
Tom McCabe, Office Manager
Stephanie Clayton, Lanesfield School Manager

Andy Davis, Historical Interpreter

Sara Zarnstorff, Historical Interpreter

NEW ACQUISITIONS

The Johnson County Museum collects artifacts from al periods of the county’s history, from
early settlement through the present day. Thefollowing itemsare among the many recent
donationsto the permanent collection.

A NEW SUN RISING!

Earlier thisyear, theJohnson County
Sundonated anexpansivecollection of
photographsand negativesdocumenting
peopleand placeshighlightedinthe
newspaper duringthe1980sand 1990s.
Thiscollectionhasalready proventobe
averyfertileresource. This1987image
of Innovative Software’ scorporate
headquartersinLenexaisfeaturedinthe
Museum’ scurrent specia exhibitMade
in Johnson County. Researchersto the
Museum’ sLibrary area sofindingthis
new resourcevery helpful intheirwork.

Einiaal v Sitasrd CrepoHae Hesdguanery
FIUTHLALE, Lerneas, Karsss

REMEMBER J.R.?

Thismug capturesamomentintel evisionhistory whenthe
Ewingfamily of CBS stelevisionseriesDallasruledthe
airwaves. Over 25yearsago, amediafrenzy ensuedwhen
J.R.,thecharacter played by actor L arry Hagaman, wasshot.
Duringthesummer of 1980, viewerswaitedimpatiently to
find out who of adozen or so characterswastheculprit. The
show episodetitled“Whodoneit” aired on November 21,
1980, andranksasthesecond highest ratedtelevision
episodeintheU.S.

FOR THE BIRDS!

In1917,theHodgesBrotherslumber company
of Olathesponsoredalocal birdhousecontest.
Severd dozenentrieswereproudly entered,
photographed andjudged, includingtheone
depictedinthisimage. Otherimages, detailing
thebusiness shistory andtheir expansioninto
homebuildinginnortheast Johnson County,
wererecently donated by FrancesRobertson.

UNCOVERING OUR PAST

Membersof theShawneelndianMissionHistorica
Society, establishedin 1930, wereinstrumental inthe
establishment of the Johnson County Museuminthe
1960s. Recently, the Soci ety donated somedocuments
pertainingtothemuseum’ sformation. Early minutes,
treasurer reportsand acopy of theoriginal bylawswere
amongthearchiva materias. Aninteresting pieceof
informationwasdiscovered—thehistoric ChaseHomeat
72" and Antiochwasanother siteconsideredfor the
homeof themuseum. This1964 photograph depictsthe
homeinthat year.

WISH LIST

Inpreparationfor themuseum’ supcoming
special exhibit, Coming of Agein Johnson
County, 1960-1976, we' relookingfor the
followingitemsrel atedtoteenagelife, school
life,andVietnameramaterials. Please
contact Kathy Daniels, Curator of
Collections, at913-715-2551if you have
anyitemsyou’ dliketoshare. Thank you!

Prom, homecoming or school dance
photographs

Imagesof highschool sporting
events, cheerleadingoutfits, football
jerseys, etc.

Social gatheringsor outingsat places
likedrive-intheaters,bowlingdleys,
local parks, etc.
Draftinductionnotices, POW/MIA
bracelets, etc.
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MUSEUM NOTES

MUSEUM RECEIVES TWO
NATIONAL AWARDS

TheMuseumrecently wasnotifiedthatitisthe
recipient of two Awardsof Meritfromthe
AmericanAssociationfor Stateand L ocal
History. The2006 publication, Johnson County,
Kansas: A Pictorial History, 1825-2005, and
theweb sitewww.JoCoHistory.net wereboth
honored. Theawards, conferred by the
American Associationfor Stateand L ocal
History, basedinNashville, Tennessee, arethe
highest honorsawardedto history organizations
acrosstheUntied States. The Johnson County
Museumwastheonly Kansasorganizationtobe
honored. Saiddirector Mindi Love,“We're
extremely pleasedto berecognizedfor both of
thesesignificant projects. We' reespeciadly
excited about theawardfor the JoCoHistory
project, becauseof thestrong, long-term
partnershipwedevel opedwiththe Johnson
County Library. It' saresourcethatwe' |l

continuetoaddtofromour collections, but also
work withtheLibrary andother city and community
historical societiesto buildauniqueresourcefor the
community tocontinually learnabout our shared
history.” Theawardswill beissuedat the American
Associationfor Stateand L ocal History’ sannual
meetinginAtlanta, Georgia, on September 8"

WELCOME ERIN BEFORT!

TheMuseumisexcitedtowelcomeback Erin
Befort asour new Curator of Education. Erinbegan
her new positiononJune 11" andisalready doing
anamazingjob. Erinearned her Master’ sdegreein
EducationfromTheUniversity of Kansaswhile
working at the Johnson County Museumasa
historical interpreter. Shemost recently taught
Socia Studiesat AscensionCatholic School in
Overland Park. Erinisanxiousto contributetothe
Museum'’ sfuturegoals, and oneof her first projects
will betodevelopacurriculumprogramfor middle
andhighschool students. Welcomeback Erin! 3§

LOOMIS HISTORIC DISTRICT

TheLoomisHistoricDistrict, arecent additionto
theNational Register of HistoricPlaces, provides
ahandy Cliff’ sNotesversion of theprogression
of mgjor architectural stylesinJohnson County.
Thefour structuresinthisMerriamdistrict—the
Emily LoomisHouseat 8325 JohnsonDrive, the
CharlesLoomisHouseat 5900 Hadley Avenue,
theLloyd GriffithHouseat 5923 Hadley Avenue,
andtheQuaker Mission Shedwhichalsositson
theGriffithHouseproperty—illustratethetrends
that dominatedresidentia buildinginthecounty
fromearly settlement throughthemid-20"
century.

TheQuaker Mission Shed, withacircal840
constructiondate, isthemost venerableof the
structures. Likethe
other buildingsthat
popul ated thegrounds
of theQuaker Indian
Mission,which
operated onacreage
near 63“and Hadley
Streetsfrom 1834
until 1870, theshed
wasbuiltof native
hewntimbers
assembledinasimple
rectangular form.
Thesehallmarksof
earlyvernacular
architecturereflectthe
early settlers dependenceonlocal resources, and
theirisolationfromthefinishedgoodsof Eastern
markets.

TheEmily LoomisHouse, whichbearsan 1886
datemarker,isatwo-story Italianatefarmhouse
withdecorativetrimwork onitsporches, eaves,
andwindow surrounds. Thehouse, originally
sitedonaquarter sectionof farmland, washbuilt
by Emily and Edgar Loomis, whodivorcedthe
nextyear. Thefashionablehomesof thisperiod
reflected theprogressmadein openinglinesof

The Italianate style of the Emily Loomis house, pictured here
about 1905, symbolized the prosperity of the Loomis family.
Courtesy Historic Merriam, Inc.

communi cationandtransportation betweenthe
eastern United Statesand Kansasintheyearsafter
theearliest non-nativesettlements. TheL oomis
Houseisnoexception—thehome' sltaianatestyle
indicatestheavailability of boththepublications
whichadvertisedarchitectural trendsfashionablein
theEast, and theaffordablemass-produced
decorativetrimworkwhicharrivedinKansasvia
therailroad.

TheCharlesLoomisHouse, constructedin1912,
displaysthehallmarksof theCraftsman Bungal ow;
itswood shingledexterior, massivebrick chimney,
andlow pitchedrooflinetiethehousetothe
landscape. Thisarchitectura style, withitsextensive
useof natural material s, embodiedthesuburban
ideal of thetime.
Suburbandevel opers
suchasWilliam
Strangand J.C.
Nicholsurgedmiddie-
classfamiliestoleave
thepollutionand
stressof thecity fora
“reunionwithnature’
inahousemuchlike
thisone.

Thesmplicity of the
LloydGriffithHouse,
whichwas
constructedin1944in
theMinima Traditional style, reflectsthebuilding
trendswhichdominatedtheyearsfollowingWorld
Wear I1. Duringthistime, material sfor construction
werestill quitelimited, but thereturn of servicemen
andwomen and thebeginning of theBaby Boom
necessitated thequick construction of enormous
numbersof homesfor new families. LIoyd Griffith,a
WorldWar |1 veteran, constructedasimple
structuredistinguished by alargebrick chimney and
multi ple-paned doubl e-hungwindowswhichnodto
theTudor stylepopularinthe1930s—thedefinition
of theMinimal Traditional style. |

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
PARTNERS

Many thankstothefollowing
corporationsand foundationswho
have contributed to the success of
theMuseumin2006-07 by making a
contributiontothe Annual Campaign
tofundtheeducational programming
at the Johnson County Museum sites.

SPONSORS

(%$1,000 and above)

CommerceBancshares

Frederick & LouiseHartwig
Family Fund

H.O. Peet Foundation

J.B. ReynoldsFoundation

Stinson, Morrison & Hecker

PATRONS

($500 and above)

Kay and JohnCallison
Deffenbaugh Industries
LenexaOptomist Club
OlatheMedical Center
Shawnee Steel & Welding
Smith& Loveless

CONTRIBUTORS

($250 and above)
Varnum-Armstrong-Deeter LLC

PARTNERS

($100and above)

Cloud Family Foundation

Metcalf Bank

Overland Park Heritage
Foundation
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continued from page 1 . i
measures. a mail order measuring system and the

assembly line. His mail-order catalogsincluded a
measuring system, enabling peoplefrom all over
the country to order his boots. As demand for the
boots grew, it became clear that he could not
employ enough skilled labor. Hyer developed an
assembly line system, breaking down the process
intoindividual steps. Instead of having oneskilled
worker craft aboot from start to finish, Hyer
trained several unskilled workersto complete just
apart of the process. With this adjustment from
skilled craftsmen to an assembly line process,
Hyer Boot Company remained competitive and
produced high quality boots at afaster pace.

JOHNSON COUNTY
INVENTORS AND THEIR
INVENTIONS

present day Shawnee. This particular mill site was
chosen because it was an ideal site for the water
needed to power the mill but unfortunately, it was
not near regularly traveled transportation routes or
alabor pool. Thiswater-powered mill operated for
afew short years, and was likely destroyed in an
1844 flood. Steam power was introduced in 1843
at the Shawnee Methodist Mission, near present
day Fairway. The government built the steam mill
for the Shawnee, near transportation routes,
natural resources and a ready source of labor. The
establishment of water-based and later steam
power-sources jumpstarted later industriesin the
new territory, such asthe lumber, furniture,
tobacco, textiles, printing, milling, publishingand
leather work.

What do a solar powered bait box,
Styrofoam and transparent drums all
have in common? All were invented
and patented by people from Johnson
County. The spirit of invention has
always been closely linked to the
American dream and visionary people
from Johnson County who “think
outside of the box” have created
innovative and sometimes “off the
wall” inventions.

Diversify

Thediversificationin all areas of Johnson
County’ s economy continued into the early 20"

Johnson County can lay claim to a
number of inventors and inventions
that have made a worldwide impact.
George Washington Carver, an African
American botanist who lived briefly in
Olathe, was known as an outstanding
educator and innovator in the
agricultural sciences. Over his lifetime,
Carver discovered three hundred uses
for the peanut as well as hundreds of
uses for pecans, sweet potatoes and
soybeans. Carver also developed ways
to make paving blocks from cotton,
plastic from soybeans, and synthetic
marble from wood shavings. During
World War [, he invented 500 different
shades of dye from agricultural crops,
to replace those dyes previously
imported from Europe.

As a young chemist for Dow Chemical
in the 1940s, Gardner native Ray
Mcintire was experimenting with a
variety of chemicals in hopes of
producing a material that would be a
suitable replacement for rubber.
Instead, by mistake, he invented
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Siwinowe Kesibwi (Shawnee Sun). Only one
original of this Shawnee language newspaper
is known to exist today. Reproduced courtesy
of the Kansas State Historical Society.

The Rise of Industry
The Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 opened the
area to settlement and brought new business

century. Transportation improvements, close

proximity to Kansas City, aswell as anumber of

growing communitiescontributed to Johnson

County’s economic success. At the time, Olathe
was the business center of the county. Industries
that favored larger centers of population including

transportation equipment, fabricated metal
products and electrical and non-electrical
machinery, apparel, food products, aswell as
chemical and petroleum products began to

develop. Many specialty ventures also began in
Johnson County, including early moviesandflight

training films made in Overland Park, spurs and

bits crafted by Crockett Bit and Spur in Lenexa,

rubber products made at the Kansas Rubber
Company in Olathe and a short-lived dress
manufacturer in Olathe.

Gardner-based Cramer Products is an example of

aspecialty venture that became an international
success. In 1912, as a University of Kansas

pharmacy student, Charles Cramer concocted a
[iniment to soothe an ankle heinjured while pole
vaulting. He continued to perfect the liniment and
in 1918, he and his brother Frank began sharing it

with local athletic teams. With a successful
product on hand, the brothers started Cramer

Styrofoam. The first envisioned use for
Styrofoam was as floatation material
for steel tanks, but it failed miserably
due to its flammable nature. The
second envisioned use, as Christmas
tree ornaments, was more successful.
Today, Styrofoam continues to be

Chemica Company in 1922, and received their big
break in 1928 when famed Notre Dame football
coach Knute Rockne endorsed their product. The
Cramer brothers became recognized leadersin the
field of athletic training and in 1932, were selected
as trainers for the United States Olympic team.
Through their newsletter, The First Aider, and

enterprises. Grist mills were the most common
type of business, and, by 1875, 72% of the
populationworkedin agriculture. Although
agriculture dominated most of the economy, small
manufacturing industriesincluding acheese
factory, awinery, a mattress spring manufacturer
and a cigar manufacturer also existed. Leather

used for insulation for homes, craft
materials, packing material, and
disposable plates and cups.

William Zickos, a well known jazz/big
band drummer invented acrylic drums
in 1959. With the help of investors in
1970, Zickos opened a manufacturing
plant in Lenexa and mass produced the
Zickos “400” set. The clear acrylic
drums were endorsed by famous
drummers such as Keith Moon of The
Who, Ron Bushy of Iron Butterfly and
Floyd Sneed of Three Dog Night.

Inventors today continue to add new
and sometimes odd inventions to
society. In 1989, a patent for a solar
powered bait box, an improvement in
fishing equipment storage of live bait,
was submitted by two Johnson County
residents. In 2001 a Merriam inventor
patented a process for atmospheric
cremation and a Spring Hill resident
actually invented a new variety of apple
tree in 1982.

work, including harnessmaking and cobbling, also
thrived. Around 1870, the railroad came to
Johnson County, opening the areato new regional
and national markets. The railroad meant that raw
materials, like lumber, coal and iron ore could be
shipped in, and agricultural goods could be more
easily shipped out. Manufactured goods from
acrossthe nation, including furniture, clothesand
even fruits and vegetables, were also made
available to local markets, and often times at
prices cheaper than if produced locally.

Asindustrialization swept thenation, local
businesses sought new ways to stay competitive.
Olathe's Charles Hyer of the Hyer Boot Company
exemplified some of these early changes.
Employed as a leather working teacher at the
Kansas School for the Deaf, he learned boot
making from hisfather William, a German
immigrant. He started asmall cobbling shopin
Olathein 1875. According to legend, a cowboy
cameinto town requesting a specially-designed
boot. The cowboy wanted a pointed toe that
would easily slideinto stirrups; ahigh, slanted heel
for abetter foothold in the stirrup; and a high,
scalloped top, so the boot would be easier to put
on. The cowboy returned to Colorado with his
custom-designed “ cowboy” boots and Hyer’s
business boomed.

With his new innovative design for cowboy boots
inhighdemand, Hyer utilized twoinnovative

hundreds of workshops and training sessions,
Cramer dominated the education of athletic

trainersin the United States and continues to be a

leader in the sports medicine industry.

Work order from Will Rogers, 1932. Hyer was known for an

innovative measuring system that allowed customers fromall over
the country to mail order their boots. A version of the above chartis

still used by boot makers today. JCM Collection.
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Economic Bust or Boom?

The Great Depression not only represented a time of
great economic anguish for society, but in afew
cases, it also served as a catalyst for innovation and
invention. When Johnson County resident Howard
Whitelost hisjob in 1937, he and hiswife, Donna
White, began a new venture, Velvet Créme popcorn.
It started Halloween night in 1937when Donna sold
popcorn door-to-door, to much success. They
eventually moved their popcorn operation from their
hometo a storefront in Kansas City, and finally in
1967 to Westwood, where this year the company
celebrated its70" anniversary.

Like the Whites, Forest Gill’ s business started after he
lost hisjob printing advertisements on the back of
spare-tire covers. Unableto find work, Gill started a
screen-printing businessin 1934 producing decals,
signs and posters. He eventually moved his business
from his basement to an office in Kansas City.
DuringWorldWear I1, Gill obtained military
subcontracts printing and sewing canvas goods,
specifically gun covers and truck covers. When the
war ended, it was back to sguare one, vying for
commercial printingjobs. I1n1946, Gill successfully
combined the World War Il-erainnovation of Day-Glo
ink with self-adhesive paper to produce the first
bumper stickers. The company moved to Missionin
1963 andin 1968, toitscurrent location in Lenexa. Gill
Studios, still family owned and operated, continuesto
produce specialty advertising products such as
refrigerator magnets, political yard signsand, of
course, bumper stickers.

The Industrial Boom

World War Il brought areturn to economic stability
and prosperity that continued after the war ended. In
the 1950s and beyond, growth of larger manufacturing
industries depended on the availability and cost of
land, labor, capital and transportation, all of which
were easily found in Johnson County. In 1956, the
Olathe community celebrated as Delco Battery built a
new battery production plant. At the time, the plant
was hailed as the world’ s finest and most modern
facility for manufacture of automotive storage
batteries.

Aviation businesses also becamefirmly established in
Johnson County during the post World War |1 period.

Ed King, founder of King Radio, about
1960. Courtesy of Mark Worley.

Ed King started King Radio in 1959, after being
dissatisfied with the poor quality and high price of
radio equipment available for private aircrafts. He
designed and made his own radio units by hand. King
Radio quickly became one of the world’ s largest
suppliers of electronicsfor private aircraft. Ed King
fostered a sense of innovation in his company,
creatingahighly innovative*think-tank” environment.
Many former King Radio employees became
entrepreneurs themselves, creating start-up
businesses. The most notable exampleis Garmin
Industries, founded by Dr. Min Kao and Gary Burrell,
aleader in the design and manufacture of Global
Positioning Systems (GPS) devices. The company
opened itsfirst retail store on Chicago’s Michigan
Milein 2006.

New opportunities continued to emerge as some aging
industries declined and former military areas were
made available to businesses. Dazey Corporation
established headquarters at the former Olathe Naval
Air Station sitein 1976, producing avariety of small
appliances and personal care items such as the Seal-
A-Meal and the Donut Factory into the 1990s. The
corporation helped to transform the former baseinto a
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Forest Gill, founder of Gill Studios, installing a
sign about 1940. Courtesy of Gill Studios.

premier regional industrial business park, now known
as New Century AirCenter.

TechnologyRules

Computer technology also began to flourish and at
one time, Johnson County appeared poised to become
another Silicon Valley. Innovative Software, founded
in 1979, created a DOS-based front end operating
system called SmartWare that competed fiercely with
Microsoft inthe early 1980s, with hopes of becoming
the standard software system for business use.
SmartWare was a set of integrated business
programsfor persona computersthat included
spreadsheet, word processing, and data storage
capacities similar to Microsoft Office Suite.
SmartWare' sWingz program rivaled Microsoft Excel
initsfeatures, outperforming Excel for large capacity
spreadsheets, in-cell editing and 3-D graphics.
Innovative Software did not achieve its goal of
becoming the premier personal computing software,
and the company’ s assets were eventually purchased
by IBM in 2001. Other software companiesin the
area such as Shawnee-based Perceptive Software
(document imaging software) and Overland Park’s
Cactus Software (software for hospitals and health
management companies) continue to find successin
niche markets.

Johnson County has also become a hub for
technology giantsintheroboticsindustry. Sokkia,
Inc. relocated itsmulti-milliondollar U.S.
headquarters from Californiato Overland Park in
1978. Sokkiaisknown for its surveying and mapping
equipment, including roboticsequipment. Mission-
based ScriptPro, established in 1994, has also
achieved great successin the roboticsindustry. They
developinnovativerobotic machinery which
automatically dispenses medicationsfor the
pharmaceutical industry. This new technology
streamlined the industry, lowered costs and most
importantly, significantly reduced errorsindispensing
medication.

Theevolution of industries and products continuesto
grow phenomenally and today's|eading Johnson
County businesses demonstrate much of the
substance and entrepreneurship of past inventors and
entrepreneurs. This sustained growth and diverse
econonic devel opment continuesto position Johnson
County not only asa premier suburban community but
also as a place where industry continues to thrive. m

TO LEARN MORE...

Note: This article is based on the
Museum's current special exhibit, Made
in Johnson County, which features
companies and products made right here
in Johnson County. Be sure to check the
exhibit out, before it closes on August
12, 2007.

To learn more about Johnson County
manufacturers and inventors, check
out these informative books!

Caldwell, Martha B. Annals of the
Shawnee Methodist Mission and
Indian Manual Labor School.

Topeka, KS: Kansas State
Historical Society, 1939.

Kremer, Gary. R. George
Washington Carver: In His Own
Words. Columbia, MO:
University of Missouri Press, 1987

Love, Mindi C. Johnson County,
Kansas. A Pictorial History,
1825 — 2005. Shawnee, KS:

Johnson County Museum, 2006.

Marra, Dorothy. Cher Oncle, Cher
Papa: The Letters of Francois
and Berenice Chouteau. Kansas

City, MO: Cushing—Malloy, Inc.,
2001.

Patton, Phil. Made in the USA: The
Secret Histories of the Things
that Made America. New York,

NY: Grove Weidenfeld, 1992.
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FAST FACTS
ABOUT JOHNSON

COUNTY INVENTORS!

CharlesHyer, inventor of thecowboy
boot and owner of the Hyer Boot
Company, madebootsfor everyone
from presidentstoactors. Someof
Hyer’ sclientsincluded Presidents
CavinCoolidgeand Theodore
Roosevdt, cowboy BuffaloBill

Cody, outlawsJesse Jamesand Billy
theKidd, actor Clark Gable, and
humorist Will Rogers.

Vaomilk candieswerecreated by
accidentin 1931 at thecandy
company founded by Samuel Sifers.
Vanillaisakeyingredientin
marshmallows. Intheearly 1900s,
vanillahadahighal cohol contentand
candy makerswereknowntoindulge
inthevanillafromtimetotime.
Vaomilk’ strademark centeris
actually abotched batch of
marshmallows, madeby acandy
maker whodrank just alittletoo
muchvanillal Theflowingcenters
wereput into chocol atecupsand
namedVaomilk: V forvanilla, ALO
for marshmallow, andmilk to
describethecandy’ screamy center.

Henry David L eeopenedtheH.D.
LeeMercantilein1889inSalina,
Kansas. It wastherethat Leebegan
manufacturingwork wearin1911.
Today, weknow thiswork wear as
LeeJeans. LeeJeansmovedits
headquartersin 1966 tothecity of
MerriaminJohnson County. Inthe
1980s, L eeintroducedtwonew pairs
of jeansthat madereferencetotheir
homein Johnson County. The
“66202" jeanslinewasareferenceto
thecompany’ sMerriamzipcode.
The" Shawnee” westernjeanlinehad
thetagline, “FromLiberty to
Independence,” aclever referenceto
themetropolitancommunity andthe
historical tiestothe Shawneelndians.

Locatedin Shawnee, VitaCraft
Corporationwasfoundedby Glen
Slough, EddieDurwachterandWin
Cook in1939. Today they area
leader incookwareintheJapanese
market.

Withnobusinessplan, brothers
Jackand Jim Paradisestarteda
plasticscompany in1973, today
doingbusinessasJayhawk Plasticsin
Olathe.

PEEK INTO THE PAST...
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Johnson County has been home to many inventors and entrprenuers from the early 1800s
to the present day. Interesting products such as blue jeans, cowboy boots and GPS
(global positioning systems) devices all have rootsright here in Johnson County! Over
time, Johnson County has grown from a small, agriculturally-based economy, to one of
the leading business communitiesin the Kansas City metropolitan area. Canyou match
these Johnson County inventors and entreprenuers to their products?

MATCH MANIA!

Directions: Draw aline matching the inventors and entreprenuersto their products!

Henry DavidLee
CharlesHyer

Samuel Sifers

Gary Burrell and Dr. MinKao
Howard and Donna White

Glen Slough, Eddie Durwachter,
and Win Cook

Jack and Jm Paradise

Velvet Créme Popcorn
Vita Craft Cookware
Jayhawk Plastics
BlueJeans

Cowboy Boots

GPS

Valomilk Candy

What do you think this woman is doing?

Find the answers on page 7.
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HISTORY MYSTERY

Dated 1982, this baseball team portrait was taken at Leawood' s Brookridge School. Brian
Vervynck and Daniel Rogovein areidentified, but not in their exact positions. The other six
boys are not named. If you can help identify any of these individuals, please contact the
Museum’ s Collection Manager, Russ Czaplewski, at 913-715-2554.

CLICK!

Over fifty professional photographers operated
studiosin Johnson County during itsfirst century,
although prior to 1880 their numberswere small.
Four, however, were in Olathe within afew years
of the Civil War’s end—aperiod in which astudio
portrait was arelative novelty and something
particularly cherished. Asin the case of these
photographers from the 1860s—L. Morgan, T. J.
Hadley, N. Short and Truman G. Tuttle—a studio
tended to be arelatively short-lived business
venture. The majority of the county’s early
careersin photography were of limited duration—
and apparently limited financial success. The
short time the studios operated make documenting
the studio careers of many of them a distinct
challenge.

The majority of Johnson County’ s early
photographers were men, but women also made a
living with therelatively new profession. Emily
Brockway, of Olathe, advertised her business from
1908-1918. 1n 1920 Jessie Goresline provided
photography servicesin Gardner.

The two most prominent names of Johnson County
photographers would be Garfield Arthur Roberds
and Montie Shields, both long-time studio owners
inOlathe.

Garfield Arthur Roberds, anative of Indiana, moved
to Olathe by 1905 after graduating from the Illinois
College of Photography. By 1908, Roberds Studio
was located at 119 East Park Street. A 1912
newspaper article described hisstudio in glowing
details, even referring to his renting of Kodak
cameras. As a measure of the studio’s success,
after seven years in business, Roberds had
accumulated well over five thousand negatives.
Beyond photography, Roberds pursued a career in
law, attending Kansas City School of Law. In 1914,
citizens elected him probate judge, at which time he
decided to close his studio. Roberds went on to
serve asadistrict court judge, hearing approximately
12,000 cases.

Montie Shieldsarrived at the Frisco depot in east
Olathe on March 15, 1920, to establish astudio. For
many yearslocated in the Ott Building, Shields set
therecord for studio longevity in early Johnson
County—29 years behind the camera. The long
career came to a close in 1949 when he died of a
stroke.

Thankfully agreat many views and portraits by
Roberds and Shields have been preserved—
wonderful records of the area’s heritage and a
testimony to two successful careers behind the
camera. h'!

JOIN US!

We invite you to be part of the Museum’s future by
joining the Friends of Johnson County Museum.
The Friends support exhibit development, educa-
tional programs and special events. Your member-
ship and other contributions are tax deductible.

Your membership brings you the following annual
benefits:

*  Freeadmission to The 1950s All-Electric House

®  Quarterly newsletter, ALBUM

*  10% off gift shop purchases & 50% off program fees
* [nvitationsto Members’ Only events

*  Enrollment in national Time Travelers program

Name

Address

City State

Zip Phone
O Enclosedismy check for $ payable to

Friendsof Johnson County Museum.

O Pleasecharge$ to my credit card.
OMastercard  [Visa

Acct. Number Exp. Date

Signature

$25-49 Friend

$50-99 Good Friend
$100-249 Really Good Friend
$250andup  Best Friend

| am making an additional contribution of
$ in honor/memory of

OO00O0a0

O

My company matches charitable
donations. The matching form is enclosed.

O Please send me information about volunteer
opportunities.

Returnto6305L ackman Road, Shawnee, K S66217.

ENDOWMENT FUND
CONTRIBUTORS

Wewould liketothank thosewho
investedintheMuseum'sfuturein
2006 and 2007 with adonation to
theEndowment Fund. Thank you
for your generoussupport!

EliotandMarciaBerkley
Rick and Emily Boeshaar
Paul and DorcasDoering
ExxonMobil Foundation, matching
gift of Richardand Gloria
Haberkorn
Ginny Fisherinmemory of
Ruth Hervey
Paul and BarbaraGormaninmemory
of Ruth Hervey
MargieLundy
CharlyneRothman
Sprintmatchinggifts:
John Jenia
MonicaMoll
Peter and PamelaSteitz
JoanBarkley Wellsinmemory of
Marguerite M. Barkley
DonnaWilliams

Answers from page 6:

MatchingGame:

Henry David Lee—Blue Jeans

Charles Hyer — Cowboy Boots

Samuel Sifers—Vaomilk Candy

Howard and Donna White — Velvet
Creme Popcorn

Glen Slough, Eddie Durwachter, and
Win Cook — Vita Craft Cookware

Jack and Jim Paradise — Jayhawk
Plastics

Gary Burrell and Dr. Min Kao — GPS

Thewomandepictedinthe
photographishandpai nting cansused
for popcornby Velvet Cremeduring
theholiday season.
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MUSEUM OF HISTORY

6305 Lackman Road

Shawnee, KS 66217

(913) 715-2550

Fax: (913) 715-2565
Email: jcmuseum@jocogov.org
WWW.j OCOMUSeuUmM.org
Tues-Sat 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 - 4:30 p.m.
ADMISSION IS FREE

THE 1950sALL-ELECTRIC
HOUSE
6305 L ackman Road
Shawnee, KS 66217
(913) 715-2550
WWW.jOCOMUSeuUmM.org

Tues- Sun 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.,

guidedtoursevery half hour
ADMISSION: $2 for adults;
$1 for 3-12 children.

LANESFIELD SCHOOL
HISTORICSITE
18745 S. Dillie Road
Edgerton, KS 66021
(913) 893-6645
WWW.j OCOMUSeuUm.org
Tues- Sun 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
ADMISSION IS FREE

JOHNSON COUNTY MUSEUM

ALBUM

GREAT PLAINS ORIGINALS: HISTORIC
DOCUMENTS FROM AMERICA'S
REARTLAND

Kansas City Star Books, 2006.

Brian Burnes, history
reporter for the Kansas
City Star, acts as a tour
guideinthisbook ashe
takes you through the
records of the National
Archives—Central Plains
Region in Kansas City. The
Central Plains Archives
holds the retired records of federal agencieslocated in
lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota and South Dakota, and in them can be found
records of the ordinary and the extraordinary, the
famous and the infamous.
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Guiding you through seven themes-The West; War
and Its Offspring; Civil Rights-And Wrongs; Doing
Time; Government Gears Up; In Court; and In and
Out of Fashion-Burnes ushers you through finely
reproduced copies of photographs and documents
which reflect on every day events, some with enduring
legacies. Examplesinclude | etters urging the arrest of
Sitting Bull in 1890 and the documentation of his
ensuing death culminating in the massacre at Wounded
Knee. Records of the terrorists of 1917 who were
non-naturalized Germans and considered alien enemies
after the declaration of World War | aswell as nuns,
Union veterans of the Civil War, and native-born

6305 L ackman Road
Shawnee, KS 66217

¥ printed
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American spouses are among those registered,
phaotographed andfingerprinted.

The original court records of Dred Scott arein
the Central Plains Archives as are those of
Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka. But
the lesser known court documents of
Winnebago Indian John Elk are there aswell,
who, having been born in the United States
attempted to vote in an 1880 Omahaelection
and was denied, eventually leading to the Indian
Naturalization Act of 1890. Few ordinary
records, though, are as simple or as understated
as the 1920s bankruptcy documents from the
United States District Court of Western
Missouri showing the neglect of the business of
ayoung visionary animator, Walt Disney, who
learned his lesson and used what he had left to
purchase atrain ticket to Hollywood.

Great Plains Originals is like watching a
personal slide show of the amazing records to
be found at the Central Plains Archives. It
might even spark apersonal visit. First editions
of thisbook are available at Museum of
History’s Store.

Editor's note: Members receiove a 10% discount on
all items in the Museum Store.

NONPROFITORG.
U.S.POSTAGE
PAID
SHAWNEEMISSION,KS
PERMIT NO. 1395

Thisnewsletter isalso availablein ater-
nate formatsfor the visually impaired.



